
The Surgery, Surgical Pathology, and Surgical Anat-
omy of the Female Pelvic Organs. By Henry
Savage, M. D., London. Third edition, revised
and greatly extended. New York: William Wood
& Co. 1880.

The physician who has not been personally familiar
with the English editions of Dr. Savage's book, judg-
ing only of its great worth by the position accorded
the author in so much of our standard gynascological
literature, as the highest authority in the surgical anat-
omy of the female pelvic organs, must have longed to
possess the work. The elaborate and beautiful plates
in the English editions necessarily made the book ex-

pensive, and, as a consequence, its ownership has been
comparatively limited.
It may now, however, be found in Wood's Library,

where its appearance was a most grateful surprise. Its
plates have lost their coloring; but they remain, as

they have ever been, the most instructive and truthful
of any with which we are familiar. With the thor-
ough revision of the text and the thirty-six additional
wood-cuts, the book cannot fail to be one of the special
prizes of this library.

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Women. By
T. Gaillard Thomas, M. D. Philadelphia:
Henry C. Lea's Son & Co. 1880.
The determination of the author to keep his book

foremost in the rank of works on gynascology is most
gratifying. Recognizing the fact that this can only be
accomplished by frequent aud thorough revision, he
has spared no pains to make the present edition more
desirable even than the previous one. For in this we
see not only our old friend in new and tasteful attire,
but on carefully scanning its pages we find evidences
of the enlarged experience of the author together with
the results of his ingenuity and skill, especially in the
treatment of malpositions of the uterus by mechanical
appliances.
The volume is by no means the outgrowth of one

man's investigation and labor, but is in every sense a

thorough treatise on the Diseases of Women ; and it is
so systematically arranged and carefully indexed that,
as a book of reference to the busy practitioner, it is
unequaled. We know of no other gynœcological au-
thor who can so effectually rescue from neglect or for-
getfulness an important principle or method of treat-
ment which has been once given to the profession.
Seeing its value himself, he so positively asserts its
claims, and so forcibly presents its merits, that its rec-

ognition aud adoption become established facts.
We are glad to see the increased importance as-

cribed in the present edition to certain subjects, nota-
ble among which are Atresia of the Genital Tract and
Laceration of the Cervix Uteri, each having a special
chapter, well illustrated by diagrams, devoted to its
consideration. The pathology of the book, heretofore
its weak point, has also received due attention, and the
advance thus inaugurated will doubtless in some future
edition lead on to preeminence. It is to be regretted
that inore space is not allotted to the subject of devel-
opment. Comparatively little has been written upon
it, the volume before us containing more than its pred-
ecessors, and more than most kindred treatises, and
the task of working up the subject thoroughly would

be most arduous ; yet we know of no one who could
so well accomplish it as Dr. Thomas, either personally
or by guiding some one else.

The rapid progress made in gynaecology becomes
very noticeable if we compare the early editions of
this work with the present one ; and when we remem-
ber that it is but twelve years since the first one was
issued we are the more surprised that our views should
have changed so much. Take, for example, the one

subject of Ulcération of the Os Uteri, to which ten or
fifteen pages were devoted then. Now, except as the
result of syphilitic or malignant disease, it is not men-
tioned. Dysmenorrhcea, Menorrhagia, Amenorrhcea,
and Leucorrhoea are sharing the same fate ; and we

hope in his next revision the author will cast them out
entirely, treating them purely as symptoms under the
heads of the conditions which give rise to them. The
present method can but mislead many in the profession
to the establishment of a course of treatment designed
to relieve a symptom; whereas they will then be
guided to search after and attack the cause of the
symptom.

Dictionnaire Annuel des Progres des Sciences et Insti-
tutions M\l=e'\dicales. Par M. P. Garnier. Seizi\l=e`\me
ann\l=e'\e. 1880.
With its usual promptness this dictionary, now in its

sixteenth year, comes to hand. The opening words of
the introduction intimate that if the value of the medi-
cal productions for 1880 equals their abundance and
variety, the year will certainly be one of the most pro-
pitious and fruitful in the art of healing. The grandest
discovery of the year, if time confirms its value, is the
inoculation of animals with the attenuated culture-liquid
of the bacteria of charbon to render them insusceptible
to the disease. The author regrets that the younger
physicians of the present day, in their zeal for the new
forms of science, are inclined to neglect clinical obser-
vations. A resume of matters of interest iu therapeu-
tics, surgery, pathology, obstetrics, and the special
branches is given in the introduction, and the body of
the work

—

nearly 600 pages
—

is devoted to articles
on many and varied subjects arranged in alphabetical
order.
The author is somewhat inclined to disparage the

work of German physicians, but that of the profession
of other nationalities is well presented.

On the Bile, Jaundice, and Bilious Diseases. By J.
Wickham Legg, F. R. C. P. S., etc. New York:
D. Appleton & Co. 1880.
This work is devoted, as the preface informs us, to that

office of the liver, which, for two hundred years, was the
only one allowed by physiologists, — that is, the secre-
tion of bile. The first chapters treat of the chemistry
aud physiology of the bile ; the latter, the author con-
fesses, being still surrounded by a darkness almost
Egyptian ; then follow several chapters dealing with the
phenomena caused by an obstruction to the discharge
of the bile into the iutestine, and others giving an ac-
count of certain species of jaundice where an obstruc-
tion to the discharge of the bile cannot at once, and
without trouble, be discovered after death. The au-
thor omits any account of gall-stones, feeling that the
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space required for anything like a full discussion of
the phenomena caused by these bodies would exceed
the limits prescribed for this work.
In the last chapter the meaning of " bilious dis-

eases " is specially considered, and we heartily sympa-
thize with the writer's proposition that the word " bil-
ious " should no longer be used as an adjective to
diseases, though' exactly how a great many good people
will console themselves should they be at length de-
prived of their present use of the word, we do not ex-
actly foresee.
The book is a learned one, and in its 700 octavo

pages presents a repository of past and present knowl-
edge concerning the subjects of which it treats. It is
a handsome volume, with large, clear type and several
beautiful chromo-lithographic illustrations.

Miscellany.
THE EYE IN TRANCE AND OTHER SYMPTOMS.

Mr. Editor, — Iu your report of my lecture on

Trance, which was in the main correct and well stated,
there was one error of importance.
The pupil reacts to the light even when there is an-

aesthesia of the eye ; this fact I have observed in all
my cases thus far ; and it is a fact that has an interest-
ing medico-legal bearing.
I have just returned from a visit to the case of spon-

taneous trance in Lehigh County poorhouse ; and in
that case, where the trance has existed for seven weeks
without interruption, the pupils still react to the light,
and, as usual in cases of trance, other automatic pro-
cesses of the body go on as in health.
In regard to the local analge.-ia or abolition of sen-

sation of pain of which your reporter speaks it should
be stated that the area of analgesia was restricted to
the point where the needle was inserted, instead of a
space of the size of a dollar ; and at the same time the
whole half of the body on that side was somewhat
analgesic and the other half of the body was hyperes-
thetic.
Irr regard to the artificial induction of aphasia and

agraphia in the trance orators it should be added that
pressure on any part of the body, if the pressure or

shock be sufficiently strong, will produce precisely the
same effects as touching the back of the neck ; indeed,
irr a virgin case

—

one that has not been previously
experimented on

—

sudden and firm pressure over the
ribs has, in my private experiments, stopped a trance
speaker, and the same pressure in the same place has set
him speaking again.

The points at the back of the neck and over the
lower jaw seem, in some cases at least, to be more sen-
sitive to reflex irritation of this kind and are certainly
more convenient to operate on in a lecture. I do not
regard them as centres, but only as more susceptible to
irritation while the subject is in trance ; the differ-
ence in this respect between these points and other
parts of the body being of degree rather than of kind.
I may perhaps add here that in my private experi-

ments, which I have been carrying on quite frequently
during the past four months, I have lately been able
to demonstrate that the sense of vertigo can be en-

tirely or nearly abolished iu the trance state. The ex-

periments in this line were made at the suggestion of
my friend, Dr. William James, of Harvard College, and

the method of conducting the experiments was sug-
gested by him. The plan was to make the subject
whirl rapidly round in a swing so suspended that it
could be twisted up and allowed to untwist. Further-
more I have convinced myself by many experiments
that the color-blindness in these subjects, whether in
one eye or both eyes, is real aud not feigned.

George M. Beard.
13 West Twenty-Ninth Stkeet, New York.

MOUTH WASHES IN ILLNESS.
Mr. Editor,

—

A severe strain upon the system is
often accompanied by increased decay of the teeth.
For example, one sees this increased decay even during
the physiological process of reproduction, after a period
of financial depression^ during the protracted illness of
some dear relation, after a sojourn in foreigrr countries,
and during recovery from acute exhausting diseases.
As in some of these conditions the general practi-

tioner is likely to have the patient under his care I
wish to suggest the importance of prescribing for the
teeth as well as for the general condition.
No doubt in many acute cases danger to life may

overshadow minor considerations, yet this is usually
for a limited period.
Among the more immediate causes of this decay di-

minished power of resistance in the teeth ranks first ;
others are vitiated oral secretions, neglect of the ordi-
nary mechanical means of cleaning, thus allowing
food and the waste products of the mouth to accumu-
late. Aside from constitutional treatment to build up
the system, the indications for local treatment are in-
creased care in cleaning the teeth, together with the
use of suitable washes to prevent decomposition, neu-
tralize acidity, arrd destroy germs if these have any
part in decay. As in acute prostrating diseases the
patient is too weak to brush the teeth, reliance is to
be placed in the frequent use of a mouth wash. Nor
will airy difficulty be found in this, as even in severe

prostration the muscles about the mouth remain strong.
As examples of mouth washes the following are

given. The use of carbolic acid alone, or in combina-
tion with an alkali, can seldom be resorted to, because
patients associate it with unpleasant places. Benzoic
acid, thymol,1 eucalyptus oil, or boracic acid, answer
the purpose, and some one of them is generally agree-
able to the patient.

1.R7 Soda; boratis.15 grams.
Thymol.200 milligrams.
Aquse.1000 grams. M.

2. I$i Sodœ boratis.15 grams.
Oleieucalypti.2 grams.
Magnesias carbonatis . . . .4 grams.
Aquse.1000 grams. M.

Rub the oil with the magnesia, add the water grad-
ually, having dissolved the borax in it, then filter and
mark the filtrate Mouth Wash.
The patient should hold the wash in the mouth for

at least a minute, forcing it constantly in aird out
through the spaces between the teeth, to bring the fluid
in contact with the poirrts of decay, changing their re-
action from acid to alkaline, and washing out the débris
collected about the necks of the teeth and in the
spaces between them.

William Herbert Rollins.
1 Suggested by Dr. Charles H. Williams.
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